CALLED TO BE CHOSEN
(Matthew 22:14)

While this particular scripture is referring to\&ation it is also appropriate to make another spafi
application that will help us understand God's vafl all believers.

| Corinthians 12:1, 4-7, 18 Every believer is called into God's service. Thalpem is only a very
few ever serve in the capacity they were calleggetdorm in. Let's look at why only a few are chasen

TESTING

Matthew 11:28-30 Every Christian is called to yoke up with Jesusi§tfand carry the burden that
He alone will give each one. We all have takenfitbe gift of salvation but not many take on His gok

Mark 10:17-22 All believers are called to a life of self denialdatotal loyalty and commitment to
Jesus and His ways. Sadly, most Christians gettbegoy and excitement of our “first love” quickly

Acts 13:5, 13; 15:37-38; |1 Tim. 4:11 Between the time a new believer is first callegdeovice and
the time they are appointed to that service tresdways a testing time. The more responsibiligy th
call, the more testing there will be before thed_appoints the service to the believer.

Judges 6:11-13 The story of Gideon is a prime example of beindecalHe was put through the
ringer along with the 32,000 men who first respahttethe call of God. By the time Gideon and all
those men were subjected to the tests that Gothent through there were only 300 left to answer the
call and be appointed by God to do the task He @thdbne.

L uke 24:33-34 Jesus could have numbered His converts in the #&molgsbut after His earthly
ministry and His passion there were only about [b28l followers with Him in the upper room.

Hebrews 11:24-27 Moses was called at a very young age and knevhthatas the one that would
bring Israel out of Egypt. However, what he didmow was he would be tested for 40 years by God.
We could review the life of Abraham, Joseph, JeatinbDavid and others to show God's call but also
the tremendous testing they had to endure befodeappointed them and chose them for service.

TYPESOF TESTING

Mark 4:14, 16-17 The hard way test - Jesus spoke of the sower and the seed thairfslioney
ground. He compared this to believers who heawitrel and receive it but falter and stumble after a
short while because of tough trials and tribulagitimat arise. They had been called but not chosen.
When we become believers God expects our 'sminitbt only be alive but to change our lives.

Mark 4:18-19; Luke 15:11-13 (The Prodigal Son) The easy way test - Jesus also spoke of the seed
that fell among thorns and compared it with Chaissi when they get saved the cares, ease and riches
and desires of the world deceives them into becgmndruitful as a believer.

IMPORTANCE OF THE CALL

Philippians 3:14 First of all, the call is a “high calling.” The ¢étom God should take top
precedence over any call from family, friends, workhobbies. God always demands first place.

Il Timothy 1:9 The call of God is also a “holy calling.” Beforeeis chosen to be placed in their
calling God will make certain they are not ashame@hrist and will bare up under persecution.

Hebrews 3:1 Finally, God's call is a “heavenly call.” Many b&lers miss the call because they look
for fire works, an audible call, a miracle of sdfbwever, God's call comes many times as a stilism
voice, a quiet prayer from a loved one, or a bibtotone message from a Sunday school teacher.
Jesus often says “ they who have ears to hedrdet hear.”



